Editor’sCorner....

| would like to share with you a
letter sent to SAWERAA by a member
of the Indian Community.

Thisisa Siritual Donation !
March 3, 2006

In Democracy, every individual is
precious. Democracy is partner-
ship which starts at home.

University Departments of Social
Work, churches, and temples must
learn and teach partnership
between spouses, between Dads
and Mons.

It takes the whole world to under -
stand the Sermon on the Mount
(Matt. Ch. 5-7).

“Theworld is one family”
(Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam)

Imagine the hidden abuses of
power within so called “ model”
families.

Blessings,
N. V. John.

Thank you, Dr. N. V. John for your
kind words and support.

We aways wel come feedback and
suggestions from the community, so
please send us your comments, |etters,
questions etc.

Email us at: info@saweraa.org
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i Mark your calendars
;SAWERAA’S OPEN HOUSE!
'Day & Date: Sunday, May 7th 2006

‘Time: 10:00 AM to 2:00 PM
Venue: Mahatma Gandhi Center |
! 717 Weidman Road

i St. Louis, MO 63011

' Details TBA

[0) L ®

I8 22856
Q:CYI) a-gcccc@%-
W o TeBBS
EQ fg%%'cfﬁ
%l\' 3(_)<<'-U§
I K oY% >0> B
5% 3 555 8
— c &
= w o
o

D

I

AWERAA

1/
o

|

Office Tel: 314-551-0006

OfficeHours: 10am to 3 pm

No one deservesto be abused

Monday through Friday

April 2006

Volume 2, Issue 4




| Domestic Violence Destroys Families

Anand was a Ph.D student at alarge Mid-
western University. A good student, Anand was
also musically talented. One summer, Anand’s
mother came to visit him from India. She was
horrified to find out that her South Indian Brah-
min son drank alcohol, played drumsin afusion
rock-band, and had an African girlfriend. She
aso strongly suspected that Anand was taking
drugs. Anand' s mother was distressed by these
discoveries and approached senior Indiansin the
community for advice before she returned to
India.

After considerable thought and planning,
Anand’ s parents sent him a plane ticket to visit
them over hiswinter break. Unknowingly,
Anand had cometo Indiato be married. His
parents had already selected his bride and made
al the wedding arrangements.

He returned to the U.S. married. Nine months
later, in September, after receiving her visa,
Anand’ s bride joined him in the United States.
She was shocked to discover that she wasn't the
only woman in hislife. Anand'sgirlfriend was
aready living in their apartment — sharing his
bedroom.

Thisisan actual narration by Anand’s
classmate from the University who watched it unfold

Pointsto Ponder:
What advice would you have given Anand’s mother?

Often, parents of wayward sons are advised to marry
Do you think thisisa good solution?

Could Anand have refused to marry?
What chance does this marriage have of succeeding?

Was Anand’ s behavior fair to either hiswife or hisgi

If you are interested in issues confronted by familie

Eventsin March 2006

SAWERAA celebrated I nter national Women’s
Day in collaboration with the Family Justice Cen-
ter in their newly-built downtown facility on March
10, 2006.

The guest were introduced to work two South
Asian activists, from Pakistan, AsmaJehangir and
from India, Jaya Arunachalam. The guests enjoyed
Indian snacks as they browsed to the display of
sarees and pictures of fine craftsmanship of intri-
cate jewelry. The event was organized by Volun-
teer Coordinators Jothika Manepalli and Tamanna
Williams.

To read more on works of Jehangir and Arunachalam
go to www.saweraa.org

The Domestic Violence Conference & Inter-
faith Prayer Service presented by Lydia’ s House
on March 7. 2006 at B'Nai Amoona was whole day
event. Aruna Tailor, avolunteer, was a member of
planning committee for this whole day Domestic
Violence and Interfaith Prayer Service Conference.
It was attended by 50 people and well represented
by various faith communities.

The message that resonated through out the confer-
ence was that religious leader s and institutions
must proactively, deliberately and publicly de-

nounce domestic violence.

Please share your thoughts on religious organizations and
their leaders’ rolesin addressing domestic violence . Send
your comments to info@saweraa.org

them off so they will become responsible.

What will the future be like for Anand’ s wife?

rlfriend? Does this constitute abuse?

s, do not miss our group discussions, Details on

our next group discussion—Please see other side

SAWERAA VOLUNTEER VISITS SEWA

LUCKNOW

SAWERAA volunteer Shashi Pathak visited the
Self-Employed Women' s Association in Lucknow
on her visit to Indialast month. SEWA Lucknow
is anon-profit organization that has helped over
5,000 home-based chikan artisans lift themselves
out of poverty by giving them control over dl
aspects of production and marketing of their craft.
Like SAWERAA clients, many SEWA Lucknow
members are survivors of domestic violence.

Master craftswoman Saida embroiders with white thread on a
white kurta [Photo: Alexander Plueschke]
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Special Thanks!

SAWERAA wishesto acknowledge the

following individuals and businesses:

- Seema Enterprises for supporting
Saweraa’ s Community Outreach
and Education Program.

Mary Riney, the talented artist
who painted a beautiful mural in
Sawerad s office.




