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     Office Tel: 314-551-0006 
Office Hours: 10 am to 3 pm 

Monday through Friday 

Mark your Calendars for 2006 - Please 
plan on attending these events 
 

Story Discussion - April 16th 
Movie Discussion - June 25th 
Story Discussion - August 20th 
Movie Discussion - October 22nd 
Story Discussion - December 17th 
 

Look for the details in future  
newsletters.   



� ��������	
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���	��������	 St. Louis Family Justice Center (FJC) opens 
in downtown St. Louis 

 

Sudha was just 19 when she was married to 24 
year old Raghu.  From a small town in Andhra 
Pradesh, she looked forward to living in the US 
with her graduate student husband – a “very 
bright young man with no bad habits,” her elders 
said.  Sudha’s father was not alive, and she and 
her mother trusted the judgment of  family  
elders, even though she didn’t meet her bride-
groom until her wedding day.   
 

Three days later,  
before returning to 
the US, Raghu  
ordered Sudha to 
have her mother 
transfer her land and property to her.  Sudha 
laughed.  She was the only child and heir who 
would eventually inherit everything anyway.  
What was the rush?  But Raghu insisted, continu-
ing his  
demands from America. 
 

Less than a week after joining Raghu in the US, 
he hit her.  Hard.  On her knees with something 
metal.  Sudha cried out in pain and shock.  She 
didn’t know what to do, other than suffer in  
silence.  She knew no one and was afraid.  The 
unprovoked fights and beatings continued, even 
after Sudha became pregnant.  “He hit my head 
hard against the wall,” she recalls.  He “kicked 
me in the stomach.”  Afraid for her unborn child, 
Sudha threatened to call 911 but Raghu didn’t 
believe her and continued to beat her.   
 

Besides the physical violence, Raghu verbally 
and emotionally assaulted Sudha.  He called her 
names and accused her of infidelity, disobedience 
etc.  He isolated her socially, forbidding her from 
talking to her mother and the few friends and 
relatives she had in the US.  
 

One night, when baby Neha was three months 

to turn off the light.  So he punched her on her face 
and legs.  Frightened and in pain, Sudha waited until 
Raghu was asleep to call 911.  The police arrested 
Raghu, keeping him in jail for 24 hours.   
 

Their marriage continued in 
this manner for several 
months.  Sudha had no idea 
that Raghu was carefully 
planning to return to India.  
Methodically, he emptied out 
their bank accounts, sold their 
car, and disconnected their 
phone.  He didn’t return home 
from work one day.  Sudha 
had been abandoned.  She had 
just a few dollars and a 9 month old baby; no money 
for food and the rent was nearly due.   
 

Today, with help from SAWERAA and other local 
agencies, Sudha is studying to become a nurse.  
Baby Neha is a delightful toddler, happy and secure.  
She has a lot of hard work ahead, but their lives are 
stable now and Sudha is thankful that her two-year 
nightmare is over.  “If you are suffering, and if you 
come forward and seek help, there are many people 
willing to help,” she says.  

A  Domestic Violence Conference  
presented by Lydia’s House 

March 7, 2006 
Held at B’Nai Amoona  

 

“Voices for Hope, Help, and Healing: 
The Interfaith Community Takes Action” 

Featuring Rev. Dr. Marie Fortune 
Founder and Senior Analyst of the Faith Trust  
Institute and a leading expert in the field of  
Domestic Violence. 

For more details, contact Aruna at  
314-551-0006 

Please mark your calendars and attend 

She didn’t know what 
to do, other than  
suffer in silence.  

“If you are  
suffering, and if 
you come  
forward and 
seek help, there 
are many people 
willing to help,” 
she says.  

Points to Ponder:  
 

· Sudha’s elders believed that Raghu “had no bad 
habits” when they chose him as a suitable life 
partner for Sudha.  What can a family “back 
home” do to learn more about a potential bride-
groom who lives abroad? 

 

· What warning sign did Sudha miss before joining 
Raghu in the US?  Even if she realized the poten-
tial for danger, what could she have done to pro-
tect herself? 

 

· Why did Raghu prevent Sudha from talking to 
her mother and others? 

 

· Why did Raghu decide to return to India and why 
did he leave in such a secretive manner? 

The Family Justice Center is a pilot program de-
signed to make a victim's search for help and jus-
tice more efficient and effective by bringing profes-
sionals who provide an array of necessary services 
together under one roof. The Justice Department's 
Office on Violence against Women (OVW) has 
taken the lead to develop domestic violence service 
and support center in 15 communities across the 
nation. The City of St. Louis was selected from 
among hundreds of communities nationwide in July 
2004 to receive one of the justice centers. 
 
A victim who comes to the Family Justice Center 
will have access to some or all of the following ser-
vices: counseling, Police Department, Circuit Attor-
ney's office, medical unit, civil legal services, State 
of Missouri Children's Division, children's playroom/
waiting room, chaplaincy program, and victims' ad-
vocates. Other offsite partners from the domestic 
violence community will be available through refer-
ral. SAWERAA is one those off-site partners who 
offer  its services to victims of domestic violence 
particularly from ethic and culturally diverse com-
munities. 

FJC is located at 1139 Olive, 6th Floor St.Louis, 
MO 63101 

 

 


